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IMDG?, IMSBC?, Codes?
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ECOSOC - UN Economic and Social Council

Body of the United Nations Organization  (UN) established to coordinate  

economic and  social matters

and the work of the 14 specialized agencies of the UN…

…..IMO is one of those

Sub-Comittee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods

In 1956 established minimun requirements for the transport of such goods

and for any type of transport:

(Road, Rail, Air and Sea)
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Recommendations

on the 

Transport 

of Dangerous Goods 

UN Model Regulations ,
20th Revised Edition

“The Orange Book”
(Road, Rail, Air and Sea)
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UN Recommendations 

on the transport 

of Dangerous goods

(United Nations Model Regulations)

ADR European Agreement concerning the International Carriage of dangerous goods by Road. 

ADN European Agreement for the carriage of dangerous goods by Inland Waters. 

RID Regulations concerning the international carriage of dangerous goods by Rail. 

IMDG International Maritime Dangerous Goods (IMDG) Code (and IMSBC Solid Bulk Cargoes).

IATA / ICAO Technical instructions for the transport of dangerous goods by Air

These five regulations are very similar, also in their text structure. 

There exists mutual recognision of documents, packing or labels in order to facilitate multilodal transport.

Nowadays….
The transport of dangerous goods…….

is regulated by the following five international instruments

depending of the mode of transport to be used.
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International Maritime Organization

IMO is an intergovernmental body

that deals with matters 

on sea transport, which are

referred to it by its Member 

Governments. 

IMO is mainly involved in 

development of international 

regulations, on the basis of 

proposals by Member 

Governments.

The practical design and 

application is the responsibility

of the maritime Administrations 

concerned
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How it works
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The process....
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General Assembly

174 Member States
7  Sub-Committees
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The way it flows... Next Amendment 05-19

E&T

29

CCC 4

E&T

30

Maritime 

Safety
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101

MEPC

Committee

72

CCC 5

September 2017

April 2018

May 2018

April 2018
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September 2016

May 2019

2019
Circulation of Amendments

Finalization

Draft

Adoption

six months before adoption

New Member States

Proposals

New Member States

Proposals

New Member States

Proposals or Comments

* Draft / New Biennium

Member States

Comments

MSC
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99
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SOLAS

Chapter VI 

Carriage of Cargoes and oil fuels

Part A-1, Carriage of dangerous

goods in solid form in bulk

IMSBC Code

Chapter VII

Carriage of  Dangerous Goods

Part A, Carriage of dangerous goods in 

packaged form 

IMDG Code

Regulatory Framework

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA
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Provisions deal with the stowage, 
segregation, packaging, 

classification, labelling, marking 
and placarding of dangerous goods, 

Harmonized with the UN 
Recommendations on the Transport 

of Dangerous Goods
(The Orange Book)

Updated every two years to reflect, 

amongst others*, relevant

decisions of UNCOE

*Member State proposals to new regulation or
amendment to existing one.

MARPOL Annex III refers to IMDG Code in the context
of harmful substances carried by sea in package form
(i.e. Marine Pollutants “P”)

Regulatory Framework

IMDG Code
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Volume 1 Volume 2 Supplement

IMDG Code
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Regulatory Framework

IMDG Code…..”its life”
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Provisions facilitate the safe 
stowage and shipment of solid bulk 

cargoes,

Updated every two years

E&T Group deal with amendments to

IMSBC Code

*Member State proposals to new regulation or
amendment to existing one.

Regulatory Framework

IMSBC Code....

International Maritime 

Solid Bulk Cargoes Code
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IMSBC Code SEQUENCE EVENTS 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL MARITIME SOLID BULK CARGOES CODE

MSC.XXX(101) - incorporating amendment 05-19…..under preparation
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IMSBC Code

2018 Edition
incorporating

Amendment 04-17

Resolution

MSC……(101)

Amendment 05-19

+

Currently…..

=
IMSBC Code

2019 Edition

Consolidated

version

incorporating

Amendment 

05-19
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Its Contents…..

HME
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BLU Code – Code of Practice for the Safe 

Loading and Unloading of Bulk Carriers

The procedures and plans in the BLU Code must

be in place. The master and terminal

representative agree to and follow these plans to

ensure safe loading and unloading operations.

Referenced in the IMSBC Code and SOLAS

BLU Manual – Manual on loading and 

unloading of solid bulk cargoes for terminal 

representatives

This was developed to assist terminal

representatives to be more aware of their

responsibilities under the BLU Code and

ultimately under the IMSBC Code

BLU Code and BLU Manual in the Supplement of the IMSBC Code
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(2007-2016)

The effect of liquefaction (Group A Cargoes), has led to a heavy loss of life and property for the 

last 10 years

(2017)

Two more ships, Stellar Daisy and Emerald Star, with (approx.) 22 and 26 fatalities respectively, 

were reported and investigations are still taking place.

Liquefaction

In maritime transport, several solid bulk cargoes are considered dangerous due to risks,

that can affect:

-ship stability (e.g. liquefaction), 

-cause structural damage, fire on board (e.g. self-igniting material), 

-pose hazards to human health; or

-lead to other dangerous situations. 

Dangers
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.1 draft test procedure for determining the TML for Bauxite (Appendix 2);

.2 draft individual schedule for Bauxite Fines (Group A); and

.3 draft amendments to the individual schedule for Bauxite (Group C).

CCC 3 CCC 4

Working Group

2016 2017

Working Group

Correspondence Group

Global Bauxite Working Group E&T

29

Latest Developments on BAUXITE
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-MSC.1/Circ.1453/Rev.1

Guidelines for the submission of information and completion

of the format for the properties of cargoes not listed in the

IMSBC Code.

-MSC.1/Circ.1454/Rev.1

Guidelines for developing and approving procedures for sampling, testing and controlling the moisture content for solid

bulk cargoes which may liquefy;

-BC.1/Circ.74 (of 14 February 2017)

Contact names and addresses of the offices of designated national competent authorities responsible for the safe 

carriage of grain and solid bulk cargoes.

-MSC.1/Circ.1395/Rev.3

Lists of solid bulk cargoes for which a fixed gas fire-extinguishing system may be exempted or for which a fixed gas 

fire-extinguishing system is ineffective.

-CCC.1/Circ.2/Rev.1

Carriage of Bauxite that may liquefy

-CCC.1/Circ.4

Carriage of Ammonium nitrate based fertilizer (non-hazardous)

-IMO Model Course based on the IMSBC Code 

Safe transport of solid bulk cargoes (Shore-based personnel)….being defined.

actors involved in the chain of transport, including cargo storage, handling and loading. 

(i.e. Ship, maritime Administration, port Authority, mine operators, shippers and laboratories

Other related documents
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-There are NO training provisions within 

the IMSBC Code

-IMO Technical Cooperation Programme,

capacity building and advisory missions

-Assistance to Member States to implement, enforce and monitor IMO instruments.

-Achieve compliance with the provisions of SOLAS chapter VI and the International 

Maritime Solid Bulk Cargoes (IMSBC) Code and their obligations as Member States.

-Target the actors involved in the chain of transport, including cargo storage, handling 

and loading. (i.e. Ship, maritime Administration, port Authority, mine operators, 

shippers and laboratories)

Training (IMSB Code)
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Ammonium nitrate based fertilizer (non-hazardous)

Dangers….cont,  examples 

Coal

Group C Cargoes, ……………….. Proposal to reclassify it as Group B

Two incidents MV Purple Beach and MV Cheshire, investigations on-going

It has been discussed that these fertilizers are basically safe, and that it is not the products the cause of 

incidents but a lack of proper care and exposure to external sources of heat. Meanwhile, CCC.1/Circ.4 on 

Carriage of AMMONIUM NITRATE BASED FERTILIZER (non-hazardous) is the existing tool to raise 

awareness on the hazards of this cargo until the finalization of the discussions.

Various comments to different sections of the existing individual schedule.

Safety of personnel and ship

3.2 Poisoning, corrosive and asphyxiation hazards

Many solid bulk cargoes are liable to cause oxygen depletion in a cargo space or tank. These include,

most vegetable products and forest products, ferrous metals, metal sulphide concentrates and coal cargoes.

Special precautions Adequate surface ventilation, avoid accumulation of gases prior to operation, Personnel

shall not be permitted to enter the cargo space (atmosphere tested) only by trained personnel,

breathing apparatus, and special precautions are observed
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-International Group of P&I Clubs

-International Association of Dry Cargo Shipowners – INTERCARGO

-International Transport Workers' Federation (ITF)

-Baltic and International Maritime Council (BIMCO)

-European Chemical Industry Council (CEFIC)

-International Chamber of Shipping (ICS)

-ICHCA International Ltd. (ICHCA)

-International Bulk Terminal Association (IBTA)

-International Iron Metallics Association Ltd. (IIMA)

-World Nuclear Transport Institute (WNTI)

Non-governmental organizations

-International Federation of Inspection Agencies – IFIA

- You ? 

Member States

-173

Others

Actors, stakeholders
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“Click” Here
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Thank you

www.imo.org
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